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September 27. 1961 
10:00 AM 
Soviet Villa 


Parti cioants: 


United States 

Ambassador Harr lean 
George Lister 


Soviet Union 

111 1 ' J — 

Ambassador Pushkin 
Mr, Makarov 


Cooles To t Moscow> Vientiane, Bangkok, PhnonfPenh, Mew Delhi, 

WW % AwV 

• • 

Subject: Ajribassador Harriman’s Trip to Southeast Asia 


In accordance with his previous promise to Ambassador Pushkin, 
Ambassador Harriman called at the Soviet villa this morning to give 
the former an account of his recent trip to Southeast Asia and his 
conversations with Souvanna Phouma, the King of Lao3, Boun Ouo, 
Phoumi, President Diem, Sarit, and Nehru, The visit lasted for 
something over one hour, the last twenty minutes or so involving 
a discussion of problems of the Laos Conference, ^-6 
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Among his other comments on his trip. Ambassador Harriman stressed 
that President Kennedy had specifically asked him. to make clear that we 
were genuinely seeking a peaceful solution in Laos and a neutral and truly 
independent government for that country* The Ambassador said that he had 
emphasized this to Souvanna Phouma. He mentioned that personal relations 
between the King and Souvanna were not very good and that made for diffi- 
culties althou^i Souvanna had said he gave the King his fidelity. He also 
referred to a Pathet Lao broadcast which had called President Kennedy a 
n gangs ter," and had told Souvanna that this sort of thing was not conducive 
to a solution in Laos. He added that he had called Souvanna* s attention to 
this broadcast (and would send a copy to Pushkin if he wished) because the \ 

Prince had claimed to be in control at Xieng Khouang* He had to admit he 
did not control the Pathet Lao broadcasting* When the Ambassador began 
describing his conversations with Boon Oum and Phoumi, Pushkin, remarked 
somewhat sardonically that he was particularly interested in hearing about 
that, and at one point he asked whether the Vientiane politicians had 
finally faced up to the need for accepting Souvanna as Premier •• Ambassador 
Harriman indicated that he had urged them to recognize the realities of life 
arid to work towards a solution with Souvanna, although of course it was still 
necessary to reach agreement on the conditions under which Souvanna would 
become Premier* The Ambassador said that he was disappointed at the lack 
of progress cade since the Zurich comunique and that both sides were at 
fault* He also mentioned that Sihanouk had expressed the opinion that 
Souvanna had become so committed to the Communists that he was now no longer 
a free agent. • * j 

When describing his visit to South Vietnam, Harriman stated that Viet 
Ceng activities in that country were most deplorable, and that shortly before 
he had been in Saigon there had been an attack on a provincial town to the 
north, in which the Viet Cong’ had taken and held ^ for about, four hours, j 

killing the governor, his deputy, and about 100 other persons, retiring only j 

at the approach of Vietnamese troops. He also mentioned that Vietminh used [ 

the Ho Chi Kinh trail, coming down from North Vietnam through Laos to organize 
these forces* * Pushkin replied that naturally the Saigon authorities would 
give only one side of the* story, but that it was pointless to get into an I 

argument over the merits of the Diem regime, which he indicated resembled . 

previous governments in South Korea and Turkey. He referred to the attempted ■ 

coup d*etat of last November, .saying that the North Vietnamese were i 

supposed to have been involved in that but obviously had not been* ! 
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Following Ambassador Harriman f s rather detailed description of his 
trip, Pushkin expressed his thanks and then once core raised the question 
of how soon we tho ugh t an agreement could be reached here in Geneva. He 
insisted again and again that there was no need to wait for a unified 
government of Laos before coming to an accord in Geneva, and he asked whether 
we could mention one single item that had to wait upon the formation of a 
new Laotian government. Ambassador Harridan referred to the question of 
agreement on no reprisals (against those who had participated in previous . 
fighting). Pushkin immediately objected, stating that it was obvious 
Souvanna, Fhoumi and the others would reach agreement on that before the 
formation of a new government, for a coalition government would not be 
formed if there v/ere going to be reprisals against its participants and 
their supporters. Pushkin then mentioned with a smile that when Ambassador 
Harriman, during the previous evening's discussion of reprisals, had referred 
to the recent hanging of Menderes, the Soviet Ambassador had refrained from 
pointing out that those who had done the hanging were American, not Soviet, 

* allies. Ambassador Harriman remarked that he was quite aware that the Turks 
were not Soviet allies but that he had not wished to embarrass his Russian 

hosts by citing one of the cany political executions among Soviet allies. 

■ * • 

Pushkin continued expounding need for an early agreement in Geneva, 
without waiting for the new government in Laos, asserting that attainment 
of an agreement here would facilitate the formation of a Laotian government. 
He asked how soon we thought an agreement could be reached. Ambassador 
Harriman replied that no one could be more desirous than we were to obtain 
an agreement, and that we certainly wanted to reach agreement as soon as 
possible. He suggested we stop arguing theory hut deal pragmatically with 
subjects. He added jokingly that an agreement could be reached tomorrow if 
the Soviets would agree to what we wanted. 

At one point Ambassador Harriman remarked that the Iaotians were a 
tranquil, peaceful people and should be left alone. Pushkin imediateiy 
responded that he was in favor of that, also. Harriman then expressed the 

hope that cooperation between the Soviet Union and the US would yield such 
a result. 
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Towards the end of the conversation, Pushkin remarked that in the past 
we had been suspicious of the Soviets, believing that the/ were planning to 
achieve agreement on the Neutrality Declaration and then to leave the Con- 
ference . without discussing the protocol on controls. He said that now that 
this fear had been shown to be gro indie ss, he hoped v;e would be less 
suspicious of Soviet intentions. He also expressed the opinion that v;e 
still did not understand the. Soviet position that the Geneva Conference 
should limit itself to the international aspects of the Laotian problem 
and that agreement need n:t wait upon the formation of a new government . 
Ambassador Harriiran replied that he felt the Soviets still did not under- 
stand cur position that we cast have a satisfactory agreement among .the 
Princes, and that further discussion would be useful. 
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